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Australia were expected to claim independence, as the United
States had done before them. In any case far more British
emigrants went to the United States than to all the British
dominions taken together. Probably the people who most valued
the empire were the missionary societies who regarded it as a
sphere of missionary enterprise.

The change came gradually but decisively in the years tollow-
ing 1870. A speech delivered by Disraeli at the Crystal Palace
in 1872 is generally regarded as the formal adoption of an
imperialist programme by the conservative party. In the follow-
ing year the death of the great missionary and traveller, David
Livingstone, alone in 'Darkest Africa' on lie shores of one of the
lakes he had discovered, the carrying of his body over hundreds
of miles by his native porters to the coast, and his subsequent
burial in Westminster Abbey, created a profound impression.
Here was a whole continent, unknown except on its coastal
fringes, waiting to be occupied and developed. A year or two
earlier a mere boy named Cecil Rhodes had been sent to South
Africa from his English home for reasons of health. He rapidly
made a fortune in the newly discovered diamond mine which took
its name from Gladstone's colonial secretary, Eomberley. Colonial
secretaries were very insignificant members of the cabinet up to
1870 and later. At the end of the century Joseph Chamberlain
made the Colonial Secretaryship the most conspicuous office in
the cabinet. We need say no more here. Imperial subjects will
recur again and again in the narrative chapters which follow.

H.   RELIGION AND SOCIETY

Religion. If we compare the common interests of ordinary
people in 1870 with those of people to-day, the most striking
difference undoubtedly in the decline in the outward observance
of religion. In 1870 practically every one, except in the slum
areas of the big towns, belonged to a church and attended religious
services once or twice every Sunday. There were no Sunday
amusements and no one expected any; it was a day of rest and
for many a day of repression, In many households the reading
of novels or indeed of any books not definitely religious on
Sunday was thought wrong. Family prayers were held daily,